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Let’s Talk History! 

Did you know that the 
daughter of our island’s 
namesake, Gov. Robert Daniell, 
was an avid gardener? Martha 
Daniell Logan (1704-1779) was 
well known for her horticultural 
insights. An advertisement she 
placed in the South Carolina 
Gazette in 1763 offered “a 
fresh assortment” of seeds, 
flower roots, shrubs, and 
plantings for garden beds. 

Mark your calendar 

Ever wonder about the history 
behind Bishop England High 
School? Now is your chance to 
get to know the very first 
Battling Bishop…Bishop John 
England himself! See details 
on this special DIHS program, 
set for January 20, on page 2 
of this newsletter!  

New website! 

Be sure to check out our brand 
new and improved website, 
www.dihistoricalsociety.com. 
One of the great features of 
the site is our Daniel Island 
Live Oak Tree Catalogue!
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From the President’s Pen… 
Dear DIHS Members and Supporters,  

With your donations and volunteer services, 2014 was an exceptional 
year for the Daniel Island Historical Society (DIHS). At the end of 2014 
there were 167 Members, a 67% increase over 2013 and 150% 
increase over 2012! The Officers/Board Members have been fully 
engaged in creating awareness of DIHS and the history of our island. 

Some highlights of the past year: 

Lee Ann Bain, Vice President & Programs/Events Chair, arranged 
interesting programs that brought near capacity crowds to our 
meetings at Church of the Holy Cross.  Average attendance was 
approximately 60 attendees, and twice there were over 100 
attendees.  As a licensed Charleston Tour Guide, Lee Ann provided 
her expertise in a tour of the Philip Simmons Home/Museum, as well 
as a tour of his work in downtown Charleston. Each of our special, 
reservation-only events has been a sell-out, with waiting lists. Lee Ann 
is always “there” to man the booths at events, such as Farmers Market 
and Park Day.  To support the Live Oak Campaign, Lee Ann is 
planning a Lighted Tree/History Tour for March. 

(continued below) 

DIHS Board of Directors (L to R): Richard Flood, Mike Dahlman, Beth Bush, Brenda Thorn, Sara 
Cooper, Lee Ann Bain, Bill Thielfoldt, and Bob Reich. Not pictured: Jonathan Griffith. 

http://www.dihistoricalsociety.com
http://www.dihistoricalsociety.com
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Beth Bush, Secretary & Communications Officer, has extended our 
announcements to other communities---Mt Pleasant and 
Charleston---resulting in new members from across the region. As 
a co-founder, Beth is fully invested, providing innumerable hours 
to DIHS…newsletters, notices, calendars, Facebook postings, new 
website content, welcome and thank you notes, articles…on and 
on.  Additionally, she always has camera in hand, documenting all 
programs and events. 

Bob Reich, Treasurer & Events Manager, not only maintains our 
financial records, but he also initiated the idea of “History Under 
the Stars,” which has become an annual event.  In addition to a 
movie showing and campout, the program, held in partnership 
with the DICF, also includes food trucks and a history-based activity 
for the children.  There were approximately 300 participants in the 
Spring 2014 event, with over 60 youngsters participating in the 
“artifact finding excursion”  led by DIHS member Dillon Smith.  
Details on our 2015 event are coming soon! 

A signature outreach program for DIHS is providing the Philip 
Simmons Foundation curriculum to the Daniel Island School.  
Begun in 2012 and supported by DIHS Board Member Jonathan 
Griffin, a history teacher, this program includes third grade and 
eighth grade students.  DIHS also hosts a reception and art show at 
the school in the Spring.  Board Member Sara Cooper, owner of 
Island Expressions, graciously supports the effort with art supplies.  
Terry Lawson, DIHS Member, offers support from the school Art 
Department and works with the history teachers on the project.  
The children’s artwork, inspired by Philip Simmons’ designs, is 
beyond expectation.  In 2015, DIHS and the DI Rotary will supply 
30 Daniel Island books, authored by DIHS co-founder Michael 
Dahlman, to the DI School History Department.  These books will 
be shared by two middle school classes. 

A second outreach program is the Historical Marker project, led by 
Lee Ann Bain.  With assistance from grants provided by the DICF 
and Rotary, four markers will be installed along the DI Trail in early 
2015. DIHS Board Member, Richard Flood, serves as the liaison 
with the DI Business Association, ensuring coordination, as DIBA 
works on “way-finding” signage.  Our very own “resident historian” 
Michael Dahlman offers assistance with historical facts on signage 
and contributes to all projects and events. 

Another outreach program is continued coordination with Dr. Ade 
Ofunniyin on the restoration of his family’s ancestral burial ground 
at a tucked away cemetery behind the stadium at the Family Circle 
Tennis Center. There were two “clean up” days in 2014.   

Winter/Spring Programs! 
Tuesday, January 20, 7 pm             
“Bishop England: A historic 
look at the school’s 
namesake”                            
Author Tommy McQueeney will 
discuss how Bishop John England 
came to the Carolina coast, a land at 
the beginning that was not very 
welcoming to non-protestant 
religions participating in the state’s 
religious and civic institutions. Join 
DIHS at Church of the Holy Cross on 
Daniel Island for an informative look 
at the history of the man, Bishop 
John England, and the school that 
bears his name. 

Tuesday, February 17, 7 p.m.                            
“Ahoy there, Mateys!”                      
The Golden Age of Piracy produced 
some of the most outrageous 
characters in maritime history…
especially here in Charleston! From 
its earliest days, Charleston was a 
vital port of call and center of trade, 
which left it vulnerable to seafaring 
criminals. Join us as we explore the 
daring exploits of the infamous 
plunderers  who left us with a history 
as rocky as the high seas! Author 
Christopher Byrd Downey will 
expose the dastardly deeds that 
took place during Charleston’s 
piracy reign and will also share with 
us  how our island namesake, 
Governor Robert Daniell, responded 
to the buccaneers’ threat.  
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Bill Thielfoldt, DIHS Board Member and Rotary Member, 
coordinated several Rotary volunteers for the November event and 
DIHS provided supplies.  

The Live Oak Campaign was begun late Spring 2014. “If these 
trees could talk, what stories would they tell?” has become a 
mantra.  At the end of the year, we had enrolled 110 qualified Live 
Oaks into the national Live Oak Society.  Of the 105 “adoptable” 
trees owned by the POAs, 28 had been adopted.  Thus far, 
adoption donations have paid program costs, including office 
supplies and registration donations to the Live Oak Society.  With a 
grant from DICF, three tree/historical signs are planned for the first 
quarter 2015. There are many more Live Oaks to document.  The 
Daniel’s Landing HOA, the first commercial property owner, is 
committed to the campaign.  We have begun measuring/
documenting their trees...thirteen qualified live oaks so far! We 
need more Private Family owners’ participation, as we have only 
four trees on our registry at this time.  Assuredly, there are many 
Live Oaks deserving of the opportunity to become Live Oak 
Society members.  You assistance in locating them and 
encouraging their owners to participate in the campaign will be 
greatly appreciated. 

My personal thanks is extended to all Board Members - Lee Ann 
Bain, Beth Bush, Bob Reich, Michael Dahlman, Sara Cooper, 
Jonathan Griffith, Richard Flood and Bill Thielfoldt - for their time 
and contributions. Each one is a special asset to DIHS. They don’t 
just talk. They offer ideas and they work with a “whatever it takes” 
attitude to make things happen.   

On behalf of the DIHS Board, “thank you” is given to all members.  
Your dues are the foundation of our organization.  As a non-profit, 
volunteer-only organization, we depend upon expanding our 
membership numbers and raising money through events.  Your 
ideas regarding programs and projects are welcome.  Let’s 
maintain the momentum and make 2015 more successful than 
2014. 

Collectively, we appreciate all DIHS Supporters…those who 
provide grant monies, donations, Live Oak adoptions and services/
products with no fees or discounted fees. Without you we would 
not have been able to achieve the accomplishments of 2014.  
Without you we cannot fulfill the DIHS Mission of sharing our 
island’s history. Thank you for your continued support. 

It is truly a privilege to serve as the President of the Daniel Island 
Historical Society!   

Brenda Thorn

Tuesday, April 21, 7 p.m.                            
“The History of Slavery in 
the South Carolina 
Lowcountry”                           
Many of the early colonists to the 
Carolina colony were sugar cane 
planters from the West Indies and 
Bermuda. Their slave plantation 
economy was duplicated in the 
Carolina Lowcountry. West 
Africans already had the necessary 
skills and experience to cultivate 
rice, one of the great cash crops of 
the coastal region and thousands 
of Africans were forcibly brought 
to South Carolina as white planters 
needed a large labor force to 
operate their plantations. Join the 
Daniel Island Historical Society at 
the Church of the Holy Cross on 
April 21 as historian and author 
Doug Bostick unveils the brutality 
and inhumanity of this system, 
exposing some of the myths of 
slavery and challenging the 
conventional understanding of 
how the system worked. Mr. 
Bostick will also explore the 
impact of slavery on the culture of 
the Lowcountry. 
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On the scene with DIHS…

One of the highlights of 2014 for Brenda Thorn and Beth Bush of DIHS 
was getting a chance to meet Georgia residents David and Karen Daniell, 
who visited the island last July. David is a 5th generation descendent of 
our island’s namesake, Captain Robert Daniell! 

Hats off to DIHS Board Member Jonathan Griffith (L), pictured here at our 
November meeting with Thomas Moyer. Jonathan, a social studies teacher at 
Daniel Island School, gave a brief presentation during the program on the 
American Revolution and its ties to areas East of the Cooper River. 

DIHS decided to branch out this past year by launching an exciting new 
Live Oak Campaign to document and recognize the island’s beautiful 
Grand Live Oaks. Pictured here is our official tree measuring team! We 
thank them for their wonderful support!

Lisa Gethard was thrilled to have a chance to chat with our October guest 
speaker, J Grahame Long, chief curator at the Charleston Museum, about her 
collection of Confederate $50 bills. 

Many, many thanks to DIHS Member Ginny Paternite for not only 
coordinating our first ever “Art in the Park” event last September to 
showcase the beautiful Live Oaks in Smythe Park , but also for organizing 
a lovely Art Show to display works created at the event as part of the 
2014 Daniel Island Holiday Festival. Great job, Ginny!!

DIHS Co-Founder Mike Dahlman (left) poses with Mike Coker, who 
served as guest speaker at our November program. Mr Coker enlightened 
us on the American Revolution…and what happened in our backyard. 


